
 

 

Title: BURN: An Energy Journal  
Overview 

It is the fundamental issue of our time: energy — where we get it; how we use it; what 
happens then. It powers our homes and our economy; it creates troubled alliances and 
disturbing divisions; it empowers and impoverishes; it enables almost all that we do and now 
threatens all that we have become. The Peabody Award-winning SoundVision Productions 
presents BURN: An Energy Journal, a broadcast and digital project hosted by Alex Chadwick, 
one of public radio’s most trusted journalists and master storytellers. Alex will explore our energy 
future through the intimate stories of visionaries of research, maverick inventors, industry insiders, 
and concerned citizens. These personal stories will help explain how and why we face an energy 
crisis, the dilemma of the continuing demand for energy, the realities and consequences of a 
mostly carbon-based industry and infrastructure, and some possible alternatives and 
personal/global solutions to what looks increasingly to be an ever more challenging energy and 
climate future in the coming decades. BURN will follow the quest for energy answers and the 
stirring public initiative required to transition to this new energy world.  
 
 
Hour One 
The Power of One Election and America’s Energy Future 
 
The Obama and Romney campaigns agree on the necessity of mining America’s energy 
resources, but they differ on exactly how to do it. The president advocates an “all of the above” 
strategy for energy exploration that equally favors wind, solar, and fossil fuels. Governor Romney 
says the president only likes “sources of energy that come above the ground, not those that come 
below the ground, like oil and gas and coal.”  
 
In this hour of BURN, host Alex Chadwick will parse the energy policies of the Democratic and 
Republican presidential nominees and examine how the outcome of November’s election might 
shape the country’s energy future. BURN also follows a referendum initiative in Michigan to put a 
constitutionally mandated 25 percent renewable energy standard on the November 6 general 
election ballot. The proposal would require Michigan energy providers to produce a quarter of their 
electricity from sources such as wind and solar.  
 
And BURN travels to Pennsylvania’s natural gas-rich “Marcellus Shale” region that informs the 
national fracking controversy. The Marcellus Shale is a vast, underground repository of natural gas 
that runs beneath parts of Pennsylvania, New York, Ohio and West Virginia. The extraction of that 



fossil fuel has helped resuscitate Pennsylvania’s economy, providing residents with jobs and 
lucrative mineral leases.  Some argue that hydraulic fracturing ("fracking”) -- the injection 
underground of vast quantities of water and chemicals to mine the natural gas -- is harmful to the 
environment. All this is the backdrop to BURN’s story, which examines the impact natural gas 
exploration has had on Pennsylvania.  
 
 
Hour Two 
The Power and Politics of New Energy Frontiers 
 
Whether it is Barack Obama or Mitt Romney, the next president of the United States will have one 
fundamental energy policy challenge: how to make the country more self-sufficient. The candidates 
may argue over how best to do this, but they don’t disagree on the bottom line. President Obama: 
“We need an energy strategy for the future — an all-of-the-above strategy for the 21st century that 
develops every source of American-made energy.” Governor Romney: “We need to get America 
energy secure.”  
 
In this hour of BURN, we’ll hear stories about the next frontiers of energy development, the fields of 
exploration that may help the next president propel the U.S. toward energy independence. Alex 
Chadwick tells the story of one woman and one man who are driven by powerful visions of what 
America’s energy future should look like. The man is Mike Pethel, a garage tinkerer from California 
who’s working on designing a very, very fast green electric car.  The woman is a Colorado state 
research chemist named Amy Prieto who is building a revolutionary battery that just might be the 
holy grail of green technology.  
  
BURN will also explore the newest frontier of oil and gas exploration: offshore Arctic drilling and its 
huge potential risks and gains. The reporter is longtime Alaska resident and former NPR 
correspondent Elizabeth Arnold. And Alex will speak with a former Energy Department scientist 
who spearheaded an all-out government offensive in search of one all-powerful, cutting-edge 
energy technology.  
 
 
Information on These Very Timely Election Specials 
 
These election specials, called The Power of One, from American Public Media, can be broadcast 
as a two-hour special or as two one-hour specials (Hour 1 and Hour 2), for maximum flexibility. 
Because of time sensitive content, they need to be broadcast before the election, November 6, 
2012. Excerpting is permitted for promotional purposes only or by special request. Simulcast 
streaming rights are available for this series. See terms and conditions described in the American 
Public Media Service.  



Program Feed Schedule — fall 2012: available through Content Depot.

BURN: An Energy Journal’s Election Special, The Power of One 
Hour 1: The Power of One Election and America’s Energy Future 
Feed Date: Thursday, September 27, 2012, 9:00 a.m. Eastern. 
 
BURN: An Energy Journal’s Election Special, The Power of One 
Hour 2: The Power and Politics of New Energy Frontiers 
Feed Date: Friday, September 28, 2012, 9:00 a.m. Eastern.  

Promotional materials available:  apmstations.org 
 
 
On-air Promo Copy 

The upcoming November election is about power — the power to shape the nation’s priorities, the 
power to lead, to legislate, to govern. It is the “power of one” — whether one man or woman, one 
event, one idea, one election — that we embrace as the framework for the next edition of BURN: 
An Energy Journal.  Listen for “The Power of One” a new documentary from BURN, a production 
of SoundVision and American Public Media at (your station) and (time).  
 
 
Burn Bios 

Alex Chadwick is an independent journalist and renowned public radio correspondent, host and 
program developer. His distinctive work made him one of NPR’s most recognized voices during his 
long career there.  Among other achievements, he was part of the creative team that developed 
and launched Morning Edition, the most successful program in NPR’s history.  As a feature 
reporter and host of Morning Edition, he helped create the partnership with National Geographic 
that led to the enormously popular Radio Expeditions series.  Called ‘the best writer at NPR,’ he 
has scripted award-winning documentaries for National Geographic Television, ABC and CBS.  His 
original online production, Interviews 50 Cents (NYT.com: ‘must see’ video), was a long-running 
popular feature at SlateV.com.  Awards:  Dupont-Columbia for Radio Expeditions, 2000; Society for 
Professional Journalists, Investigative Reporting, 2001; Overseas Press Club Lowell Thomas 
Award, 1988 and 1990; various others. 

SoundVision Productions, established in 1995, is committed to explaining emerging issues and 
making them relevant for diverse audiences.  Executive Producer Bari Scott is the driving force 
behind SoundVision.  Joining her is a talented production team – reporters, producers, audio 
engineers, researchers, web developers and a management group of marketing and outreach 
specialists, accountants, legal consultants and office support. SoundVision’s radio features and 
documentaries (The DNA Files and The Really Big Questions) have been recognized for 



excellence with numerous honors, including two Peabody Awards, and have earned the trust of 
leaders in science, education and broadcasting. Since its inception, SoundVision has been 
dedicated to bringing compelling stories to public radio listeners.  As it moves into its second 
decade, SoundVision explores new ways to inform the public through interactive Web offerings, 
hands-on training workshops, community outreach programs, and partnerships with ethnic and 
alternative press. 

Veteran producer and national program developer Mary Beth Kirchner is the Managing Producer 
for BURN.  Kirchner started her own production company in 1993 after serving as National 
Programming Director at WETA, Washington, DC.  Prior to that, she was Executive Producer at the 
Smithsonian Institution’s Office of Telecommunications.  Working for more than two decades in 
public radio she has collaborated with National Public Radio, Public Radio International, American 
Public Media, the Wolf Trap Foundation for the Performing Arts, Carnegie Hall, the BBC, the Dana 
Alliance for Brain Initiatives, the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, the Asia Society, NHK (Japan) 
and ABC News “Nightline,” among many others.  She is the recipient of more than fifty national 
awards for her documentaries, music series, radio dramas and feature stories including a 2011 
Peabody medal. 

 


